
  

 

 N E W S  F R O M  T H E  M E Y E R  C E N T E R     
 F O R  S P E C I A L  C H I L D R EN               F A L L  2 0 0 9  

 Dr. Leslie C. Meyer, 1919ñ2009 

Many friends, many blessings  
New parents are often amazed 

at the òsuppliesó required for 

their expanded family.    

The  supply needs of the Meyer    

Centerõs  òfamilyó of more than 

90 children means that our  

òwish listó always  includes baby 

wipes, paper towels, detergent, 

as well as copy  paper and   

batteries.   

Local churches, corporations  

and civic groups have stepped 

in to help.  Christ Church con-

ducted the largest supply drive 

Your help is needed now, more than ever to 
give children with disabilities in our community a 
brighter future. Please consider participation in 
the Centerõs Holiday Luncheon.  Helping a child 
is the best gift of all!   Turn to page 4 for more.  

Help Change the World 

of a Child  

to date during their summer Bible 

school, gathering  an entire van -

load of supplies.   Covenant Pres-

byterian Church in Mauldin and 

Womble, Carlyle, Sandridge and 

Rice also held wonderful drives.    

If your church, business, group or 

school  can help, please contact       

Barbara Martin at  250 -0005,      

extension 208.   

Covenant Presbyterian Church in 
Mauldin delivering items collected in 

their supply drive in September.  

 Dr. Meyerôs Legacy Improves the Lives of Upstate Children Every Day 

Our Founder, Dr. Leslie C. Meyer 

 

ñIt overwhelmed him,ò states De Ila Meyer.  He could 

never have imagined that it could become what it has 

become.  He was very proud and humbled by it.ò  

Mrs. Meyer is speaking of the school, now known as 

the Meyer Center, founded by her husband, Dr. Leslie 

Meyer, 55 years ago.   

Dr. Leslie Meyer was an unlikely individual to impact 

so many lives in the South Carolina Upstate.  Raised 

on a farm in Nebraska during the Depression, Dr. 

Meyer worked his way through college, finishing 

only to be swept up in World War II.  Caring for   

soldiers who had lost limbs in battle, Dr. Meyer found 

his calling.   

Dr. Meyer was 34 and completing his orthopedic 

residency for Duke University at Greenvilleôs      

Shriners Hospital when he realized that his young 

patients needed more than medical attention.  They 

deserved the opportunity of an education.  
 

ñIt was More or Less Thought that Children with 

 Disabilities Just Werenôt Educableò 

At the time, children with disabilities were not      

accepted in public schools.  ñSpecial schools for  

continued on page 2 
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[ 2009-10 Board of Directors ]                                 

W. Lee Miller  

     President 

Larry Smith  

     Vice-President 

Judith Aughtry  

     Secretary 

Peter McKenna  

     Treasurer 

John McAfee  

    Exec. Committee 

    Member at Large 
 

Jay Cavan 

Pam Civils 

Jon R. Davids, M.D. 

Kathy Duncan  

Marsha Elrod 

Aaron Hagler  

Cathy Howard  

Sharon Kingman 

Debbie Thompson 

Marvin Ward  
 

Honorary Member  

Leslie C. Meyer, M.D., Founder 
 

Ex-Officio Members  

Jim Mattos, Board of Ambassadors 

Louise Anthony, Executive Director  

Barbara Martin, Assistant Director  

Lee Miller, Senior Vice-President with Arthur State 

Bank, joined the Centerôs Board of Directors five   

years ago.  In June, he was unanimously elected    

President of the Board. 

In the years that Lee has served on the Board, the    

Center has undergone significant growth and            

expansion.  Lee has been a faithful and supportive 

member of our Board, attending virtually every Meyer 

Center function.   

We are fortunate to have Lee serve as Board          

President for the 2009-2010 fiscal year.  Both the    

Center Board and staff look forward to a great year  

under his able leadership. 

    LOVE NOTESðFALL 2009  

 Board Spotlight:  Lee Miller 

Dr. Leslie C. Meyer  

The Centerôs expansion includes two new playgrounds especially             
designed for children with physical disabilities.  These are located            

directly adjacent to the Centerôs facility and will be completed this fall. 

children with disabilities just werenôt done,ò Dr. 

Meyer stated in 2007.  ñIt was more or less thought 

that if a child was handicapped, he probably wasnôt      

educable.  And thatôs wrong,ò he said.  

When Dr. Meyer heard of a school for children with   

disabilities in Boston, in 1953, ñI bought a plane ticket 

and went to see it,ò he stated.  He returned convinced 

that Greenville could have such a school, and solicited 

the help of a national group, United Cerebral Palsy. 

The Meyer Center, originally The United Cerebral 
Palsy School , opened in 1954 in borrowed space at 

Greenville General Hospital.  Meyer, a brilliant       

surgeon and teacher, joined the staff at Shriners,   

eventually becoming Chief of Staff.  He also served   

as President of the GHS Medical Staff.   

ñYou Never Cry About What You Donôt  Have ð     

  You Just Focus on What You Do Haveò 

Dr. Meyerôs support of the school never waned.    He  

served as its volunteer Medical Director for more than 

20 years.   The school was renamed The Meyer Center 

in 1977 to honor  his vision and dedication.  

ñYou never cry about what you donôt have ð  you just 

focus on what you do have,ò said Dr. Meyer, stating a 

powerful philosophy which has resulted in opportunity 

for thousands of children since the Center was begun.   

Dr. Leslie Meyer passed away on Sunday, October 4.  

In a condolence, Leslie Schmidt, whose son,  Robert, 

attended the Meyer Center, expressed the feelings of 

all who were fortunate to know Dr. Meyer.  ñWords 

cannot express the deep gratitude I feel for this man 

who reached out to help so many children without 

thought of gain for himself.  He was a true humani-

tarian and a great man, and he will be sorely missed.ò   

Indeed, Dr. Leslie Meyer will be most sorely missed. 

continued from page 1 

Thank you for helping me!  
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occupational therapy groups 

benefit from yoga techniques  

Children at the Meyer Center benefit 

from a unique occupational therapy 

group incorporating techniques of 

yoga. 

The three weekly groups focus on a 

set of themed poses and movement   

sequences geared to capture           

the studentsô imaginations. 

Each sequence is                          

continued for one                       

month ð a trip to                              

a pumpkin patch in                        

October, circus or                         

farm themes in                             

other months.   

Over the month,                              

students progress in                     

their confidence and                        

motor skills through                        

imitating.  By the end, they             

often lead the exercises! 

Not only is the group producing 

good results ð the students also  

enjoy it.  Look at all of the great 

things incorporating yoga into exer-

cises can do:  

Á  Raise body awareness    
 

Á Strengthen and sustain muscle 

tone;  muscle control;  stretch tight 

muscles 
 

Á  Improve cognition:  follow        

    directions, memory, sequencing 
 

Á Build coordination        

   between left and right   

   sides of body 
 

Á  Increase breath  

   support ð for  

   speech and 

   and arousal level 
 

Á Practice imitation, 

   starting with the   

   whole body, and     

   progressing to 

   discreet movement 
 

Á  Enhance social skills 
 

Á  

Á Improve sensory processing:  

praxis, modulation, spatial concepts 
 

Á Boost visualðmotor coordination 

(eye to hand and foot) 
 

Á Teach ADLôs:  Activities of daily    

living:  shoes and socks on and off;  

carrying own belongings, etc. 

Center is Recipient of 

Rose Ball Funds 

We are pleased to announce that 
the Meyer Center has been      
chosen as a recipient of proceeds 
from The Rose Ball!   The gala  
was held on September 25 at   
The Poinsett Club.    
 

The funds will be used to help 
purchase a new bus for the     
Centerôs transportation program, 
which serves more than 65% of 
our students.   We are grateful! 

Over thirty upstate businesses 

and groups joined us on Friday, 

October 30 for our annual òTrunk 

or Treató event.   
 

Prizes were awarded for best - 

decorated vehicle.  Below,     

the great ladies of Bray, Wilson, 

Uprichard & Czarsty dental    

office, our first place winners.  

by Julie Clark, OT 

Special thanks to Laurens and Will 
Flanagan and fellow cyclists on 
Team Meyer Center who organized 
events and donated matching funds 
totaling more than $5,000 for the 

Center.  We appreciate you!  
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10th Annual Ladies Holiday Luncheon ñWednesday, December  2 

The Ladies Holiday Luncheon, a vital  
fundraiser for the Center,  will be held on 
Wednesday, December 2 at Carolina First 
Center.   

Organizers of the luncheon are òkicking it 
up a notchó this year.   

The Opportunity to òPurchaseó one of the 
Upstateõs Great Chefs 

This year, many of the Upstateõs well-
known chefs will join in the  auction with the offering 
of chef -prepared dinner parties for six in the hostessõ 
home. The cost to òpurchaseó a chef is $250. 

Among the chefs participating are Carlos Echeverri 
(Coal-Fired Bistro);  Gerard Cribbins (The Palms);  
Nello Gioia (Restoriante Bergamo); Robert Simms (P.F. 
Changõs);  Joree Tamburro;  Landy Randolph  (The 
Cazbah.); Islam Abu -Sal (Caesarõs Restaurant); and 
Charles Handford (Carolina First Center).  

The chef auction will follow the luncheonõs popular 
silent auction, which will take place from 10:00 a.m. 
to 11:45 a.m.    

The silent auction will include 400+ items for men 
and women and children including household items, 
gifts, toys, jewelry, spa, travel and entertainment 
packages, services, and gift certificates.   

Entertainment by The Café and Then Some  

A delicious lunch will be served at noon, accom -
panied by live entertainment by Café and Then Some   
who entertained at our very first luncheon.  

Our VIP sponsor -only party will be held on Monday, 
November 30 at the Palms at the Phoenix Inn.      
Sponsors at the $1,000 level and above are invited    
to attend this sponsor -only evening hosted by ASE 
Wealth Advisors.   

Shopping, lunch with friends, and entertainment ñ
what could be more fun?  Call today to be a part of 
this worthwhile benefit!  

A glimpse of the 2008 Ladies Holiday Luncheon, (clockwise 
above),  Singer/songwriter Edwin McCain.  The 400+ item  
auction is a holiday shopping extravaganza!  After a morning  
of Christmas shopping, guests enjoyed a delicious lunch and 
live entertainment by Edwin McCain.     

         (Left), Congressman Bob Inglis, with 
guests;  (Center), Our late founder,           

Dr. Leslie Meyer, shown with Mrs. Meyer, 
was honored at the 2009 luncheon;  

(Above),  Edwin McCain autographs a 
CD for Cheryl Cowart. 

Purchase Your Table Today!  



A special hooray for Faith, who has made some great strides 

in reaching her therapy and classroom goals!  Faith is three 

years old and has Down Syndrome. She has attended the 

Meyer Center for 18 months.   

 

Every Friday, our students receive music therapy in small 

groups, with music therapist Lisa Costa.  An occupational 

therapist or speech therapist also works one -on -one with 

each child to provide extra help.  Music is often an effective 

catalyst for developmental skills.   

 

In a recent music group session, Faith began to imitate both 

sounds and motions to songs!  In addition, her physical 

therapists report that she has begun to crawl. We are proud 

of Faith and her growing skills!  
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working with faith   

Faith working with Occupational Therapist,  

Cheryl Stachniak, in music therapy.  

Since 1982, the Greenville Woodworkers Guild has     

provided virtually every type of furnishing imaginable for 

the Meyer Centerðfrom chairs and changing tables to 

ñcubbiesò and cabinets.   

ñOver the past 27 years, the Guild has built equipment 

that has saved the Meyer Center thousands of dollars,ò 

comments Louise Anthony Executive Director.  ñYou 

canôt go through one room at the Meyer Center without 

seeing something the Guild has made for us.ò  

One of the Guildôs annual projects for the Center is the 

creation of handcrafted wooden toys for each of our 100 

students at Christmas.  

The Meyer Center was the fortunate recipient of the 

Guildôs first charitable work after its formation nearly 30 

years ago.  Since then, the organization has grown to 600 

members and has carried out scores of charitable projects 

for nonprofit organizations in the Upstate. 

Expressing thanks to the Woodworkers Guild, Anthony 

states, ñThe most amazing part is that you do what you 

can do to help, and you help because you care.  Dr. 

Meyer started the Meyer Center 55 years ago because he 

cared.  The Meyer Center is his legacy, and it will also be 

the legacy of the Greenville Woodworkers Guild.  Thank 

you for making a difference in the lives of our children 

and families!ò 

ñEveryday Santasò ð  

The Greenville Woodworkers 
Guild  

by Cheryl Stachniak, OTA  


