
  

 

 N E W S  F R O M  T H E  M E Y E R  C E N T E R     
 F O R  S P E C I A L  C H I L D R EN               F A L L  2 0 0 8  

 PHASE I RENOVATIONS COMPLETE!  
 ñThank you for investing in a place that pays dividends beyond measure.ò 

Parents of Meyer Center students are   

grateful for all you have done to make the 

Meyer Center experience possible for their 

children.  Joey Altom, father of Mary Sulli-

van, shares the feelings of many parents.  
 

ñWe came to the Center scared and       

broken over our daughterôs developmental 

issues.  Our fears began to subside as we 

met the staff and started to get a glimpse of 

the spirit of the    

Center.  That 

glimpse alone 

changed our 

fear into hope.ò 

 

ñThank you for 

supporting the 

beautiful place 

that youôll never 

see or experi-

ence as we do 

ð  a place that 

gives families  

like ours help 

and hope.  Thank you for investing in a 

place that pays dividends beyond measure.  

Thank you!ò 

 

In 2005, it was obvious that expansion of 

the Meyer Center was necessary in order to 

serve more children in need of services.  

The challenge was daunting.    
 

However, as the capital campaign began, 

we were gratified with  positive responses 

from individuals, corporations and founda-

tions.  When the 

need was made 

known, you met 

it!  
 

In August, the 

parents of 25 new 

students and 68 

returning students 

brought their  

little ones to 

school.  Eight 

fully -equipped 

classrooms and 

spacious new therapy areas were ready.  

Because  of your support, the Center was 

prepared to help them all. 

In the very near future, construction of two 

new playgrounds will begin.  They will be 

designed especially for children with     

disabilities.  Still to come are renovations 

in Phase II ð a gymnasium and additional 

preschool classrooms ð as space becomes 

available.   

ñYou Made My Life!ò  

Twenty three years ago, a little girl named 
Heather began attending the Meyer Center.  
Today, Heather Lyles volunteers each week 

at the Meyer Center, ñso I can give back, and 
help children and others to see that itôs okay to 
be you and not like everyone else.  When you 
help the Meyer     
Center, you are help-
ing  special children 
learn to love them-
selves.ò   Heather 
says, ñI have CPð it doesnôt have me!ò  At the 
Centerôs graduation in May, Heather, now 25, 
expressed appreciation to Dr. Meyer for 
founding the school she credits for helping her  
accept herself and her disability. 

ñThank you, young ladyðyouôve made my 
day,ò Dr. Meyer remarked.  Without hesita-
tion,  Heather replied, ñNo, Dr. Meyer,  thank 
you ð you made my life !ò 

Heather and Dr. Meyer  

Above, students in the Challengers  class participate 
in activities to strengthen their fine motor skills.  Left, 
Louden with Physical Therapy Assistant, Selina Naik.  
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St. Francis Community Nurse  

Program Provides Nursing  

Services to Meyer Center  

[ 2008 Board of Directors ]                                 

Louie Sagedy 

     President 

Larry Smith  

     Vice-President 

Sally Russell  

     Secretary 

Pete McKenna 

     Treasurer 
     

Judith Aughtry  

Pam Civils 

Jon R. Davids, M.D. 

Kathy Duncan  
Marsha R. Elrod 

Aaron Hagler  

Jules Heymann 

Cathy Howard  

Sharon Kingman 

John McAfee 

W. Lee Miller  

Marvin Ward  
 

Honorary Member  

Leslie C. Meyer, M.D., Founder 
 

Ex-Officio Members  

Jim Mattos, Board of Ambassadors 

Louise Anthony, Executive Director  

Barbara Martin, Assistant Director  

Having served on the Board for four years, Sally     

Russell was approached in 2006 to take a lead role in 

the capital campaign to purchase and renovate the 

Meyer Center.  She agreed to serve, despite a lengthy 

list of existing commitments in the community.   
 

Along with co-chair Bob Knight, Sally has been a  

guiding force behind the success of the campaign,   

giving generously of her time, wisdom and insight. 
 

Thank you, Sally, for sharing your talents to help    

children with disabilities.  

The Meyer Center has a new and valuable        

resource, thanks to Bon Secours St. Francis 

Health Systemôs Faith  Community Nursing         

Program.  Robert Hayes, RN, has worked at the 

Center two days each week since April. 

 

Robert has provided 

assistance to the 

Meyer Center in     

numerous ways.  

Among these are 

staff training,       

collaborative        

activities with St. 

Francis LifeWise 

participants, and  

organizing an onsite 

dental clinic in     

cooperation with 

Greenville Technical   

 College dental         

 hygiene department.  
 

In addition to the Meyer Center, the program 

provides nursing services at Triune Mercy      

Center, Meals on Wheels, and St. Anthony of    

Padua Catholic Church and School.  

    LOVE NOTESðFALL 2008  

 Board Spotlight:  Sally Russell 

Robert Hayes, RN, of Bon Secours St. 
Francis Health System, is onsite at 
the Center two days each week.  

Jahvon was six, but both his teacher and therapists 
agreed that he would benefit from another year at the 
Meyer Center before transitioning to public school.  The 
Center now has  a unique solution for families such as 
Jahvonôs.  With the start of the school year, a new class 
ð the  Challengers ð was begun to help students   
transition from the Meyer Center to public school. 

ñThe program is designed  
as a springboard for        
students who will be       
transitioning into kinder-
garten and first grade in    
the school system next 
year,ò states Cindy 
Baughan, Challenger 
class teacher.  

Adds Baughan, ñOur goal   
is to provide exposure to 
basic academic skills, as 
well as topics included in 
the state standards for 
kindergarten, and to teach 
students the skills needed 
to function in a larger 
classroom setting.ò 

If you walk by the class-
room you may see the  
students saluting the 

American flag, working with letters and sounds,         
exploring mathematical and science materials, acting 
out family and community roles, or engaged in activities 
to strengthen their fine motor skills.   

Teachers and parents are excited about the new class. 
The school year is off to a wonderful beginning for the 
Challengers! 

Transitional Kindergarten Class - 

A New Solution for Families  

  Jahvon  
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Music Therapyɭ Serious Fun,  
Serious Results 
Á Program funded by a grant from òLocal Boys Do Goodó 

Á Students Gain Motor, Language, Cognitive and Social Skills  

Members of the Centerõs therapy 

staff, Kerry Grimes and Courtney 

Belue, have just returned from a 

three -day conference, òTreating 

the Child with Hypotoniaó at  

Baptist Hospital of Miami.  The 

training received in this program 

will help our therapists plan and 

implement therapy for hypotonia 

(low muscle tone) seen in diagno-

ses of Down Syndrome, cerebral 

palsy, genetic disorders and     

seizure disorders.  

Social worker and Community 

Relations Director, Susan Psimer, 

LISW-CP, with Jim Rushton, of the 

School District of Greenville 

County, presented two workshops 

concerning special education 

services at the Center for          

Developmental Services.  

training to  

stay on the    

cutting edge  

Madison is learning to operate          
an  upper extremity tricycle,        
which requires pedaling with           

her feet and pedaling and steering 
with her arms.  The device is          
designed to promote bilateral         

coordination and strengthening.    

 To learn more about music therapy and its benefits for children,     

log on to musictherapy.org 

Harder Than It Looks!  

Six-year-old Mary Sullivan loves          

music.  She sings, dances, and even 

composes her own songs.  Last 

week, when it was her turn to play 

the resonator bells, she spontane-

ously began to sing the names of the 

pitches of the bells in order as she 

played them!  Although musical 

pitches are not taught during therapy, 

Mary Sullivan had learned the 

pitches independently, and was able 

to remember them and play them.    

It was truly an amazing moment. 

ñFor the past five years, I have been 

blessed to be able to conduct music 

therapy for students of the Meyer 

Center.  During this time, I have  

seen many children grow 

through the program,ò 

says music therapist, 

Lisa Costa.   

Another memorable 

therapy session       

occurred on the day 

that Raquone, once non-

verbal and unresponsive, 

stood and sang a solo in 

front of his peers.  

In simple terms, music therapy is the 

use of music to improve, maintain,  

or restore physical, communicative, 

cognitive, or emotional function. 

The students are engagedðmaking 

musical sounds with maracas, sticks, 

a guitar, keyboard, resonator bells, 

and their voices.  At the same time, 

they are attaining fine/gross  motor 

skills, verbal language, cognitive and 

social skills, and making develop-

mental strides that are the building 

blocks for future accomplishments. 

  The Meyer Center is one of the 

    first schools in Greenville 

     County to utilize music   

       therapy as a means 

        to help children 

        attain  develop-  

        mental goals. 

        The program is 

      funded by a grant  

    from ñLocal Boys   

    Do Goodò through      

     their annual fundraising   

         event, Euphoria. 
 

ñMary Sullivan had 
learned the pitches  

independently,  
and was able to  
remember them 
and play them.       
It was truly an 
amazing moment!ò 



PAGE 4     LOVE NOTESðFALL 2008  

Our Annual Ladiesõ Holiday LuncheonñThursday, December 4  

Itõs time again for the kick-off event of the     
holiday season in the Upstate ñ the Meyer    
Centerõs annual Ladiesõ Holiday Luncheon,      
presented by  Bi -Lo.   

This yearõs luncheon will be held Thursday,        
December, 4 at Carolina First Center. Upstate   
radio host Heidi Aiken, and television anchor 
Carrie Davis will emcee.  

The centerpiece of the luncheon is a silent       
auction from 10:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m..  Included 
are items for men and women, household and 
childrenõs items, jewelry, spa, travel and enter-
tainment packages, and gift baskets.  Lunch will  
be served at noon, accompanied by live enter -
tainment.  

New this year is our VIP sponsor party, òA Time 
to Shine,ó Monday, December 1, at The Brown 
Street Club.  Sponsors at the $1,000 level and 
above are invited to attend this special evening 
hosted by ASE Wealth Advisors and The Brown 
Street Club.   

Tables are already 90% sold, so call us today to  
be a part of this fun and worthwhile benefit that 
provides support for special children throughout 
the year.  

Clockwise, 2007 Ladiesô Luncheon guests shop during the silent 
auction;  attendees enjoy lunch;  Chris Sligh, of American Idol, 

who performed at last yearôs event, autographs a CD.  

Last November, the Meyer Centerôs 

first ñgiving club,ò Meyer Center 

Friends, was initiated. 

At the Centerôs 2007 Holiday Ladiesô 

Luncheon, guests were invited to join 

to lend a helping hand to special 

children through a monthly or annual 

gift. 

When the contributions were totaled, 

they exceeded $30,000!  There are 

really no words to acknowledge your 

amazing support.   

The children we serve are blessed  

to live in a community that cares so 

many friends, many blessings  
deeply for them. 

As a non-profit agency, the Meyer 

Center relies on your support.       

Because you are willing to give, 

families who turn to the Meyer    

Center for help and hope need  

never be disappointed. 

Individuals, businesses and founda-

tions who contributed during the 

Meyer Center Friends ñcharter  

memberò campaign will be recog-

nized on signage in the Centerôs 

new facility. 

         Carla Moody and son, Garrett 
spoke to guests at the  
2007 LadiesôLuncheon 
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  I want to give a child with disabilities a gift that will last a lifetime.   

   I  can give a monthly gift of     Ã $15                Ã $20               Ã $50               Other:    $     

             Please bill my:     Ã Visa       Ã Mastercard       _____________________________        ______________ 
                          Card Number                                 Expiration Date  
 

   My gift is enclosed.                    Ã $50               Ã $100             Ã $250             Other:     $       

   

   Donor Name                                     Daytime Phone     

   Address                  

   Email Address               
 

    Please send a holiday card advising the below-named individual(s) that this gift is given in their honor:   
 

   Name                                              

   Complete Address              

   City/State/Zip                  

   Special Message if Desired             

 

The Meyer Center for Special Children is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit organization . Your gift will be acknowledged, and a tax receipt  provided.    

Please send to:  Meyer Center for Special Children, 1132 Rutherford Road, Greenville, SC  29609  

Thank you for caring for children with disabilities.  

give a gift to honor a friend or loved one  

with thanks from Meyer Center families to you  

ñ I found in the Meyer Center    

 wonderful, caring teachers and  

therapists who embraced Anna  and 

encouraged her success.  I have seen 

marked improvement in all areas of 

Annaôs  development over the past 

year.  Thank you for supporting the 

Meyer Center, providing this  won-

derful place for children with special 

needs.                                                                  

                    Amy Palaghia 
ò

ñBecause of your support of   

the Meyer Center in their efforts 

to meet the educational and  

therapy needs of children with   

disabilities, Nathanôs future is 

limitless.  His doctors say that our 

son has far exceeded any of their 

expectations.  By Godôs grace, he 

will continue to do so, with loving 

support from our family at the 

Meyer Center. 
 

        Amy Moore 

ò
     I quickly realized the great 

love and care the staff has for 

each child.  You feel a  familial  

atmosphere filled with warmth 

when  you walk in the halls and 

know that each teacher, thera-

pist and employee is concerned 

about the happiness and devel-

opment of these precious little 

people.  Thank you for your 

donations to the Meyer Center 

and the hope you give to so 

many families.  

        Elise Hansen 

ò 

ñ 
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In Memoriam:  

John Burgess  

All of us at the Meyer Center were 

deeply saddened at the loss of John  

Burgess. Most people in the 

Greenville community have probably 

been affected in 

some way by his 

passion for  

helping others. 

We at the Center 

feel a particular 

sense of loss, 

since we came 

to know John as 

a dear friend and 

faithful sup-

porter. When 

asked for help, John would  always 

respond, ñIôll do anything I can to 

help the kids.ò   
 

John was a recipient of the first Leslie 

C. Meyer Award, which is given each 

year for service to children with dis-

abilities.  The inscription on Johnôs 

award was ñGenerosity of Spirit.ò  He 

was a dedicated public servant who 

had a  passion for helping children 

with special needs.  
 

For over 10 years, John was the Cen-

terôs only major donor.  Often, we 

would call him with additional re-

quests ï signs, taped videos, and other 

needs.  Many times, John  purchased 

items at one of our  special events 

only to return them to be sold again to 

raise more money for the Center.  
 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to 

Johnôs wife, Ann; his son, Tyler, and 

daughter and son-in-law, Kim and  

Russ Crowe. 

In August, the Meyer Center con-
ducted its campaign as a United Way 
ñpacesetterò organization.  We are 
pleased to announce that 100% of 
the Centerôs staff pledged at this 
yearôs meeting. 

Working daily with special-needs 
children at the Meyer Center, it is 
easy to understand the need and to 
see the results of giving to the United 
Way.  The accomplishments of each 
child at the Meyer Center is a testa-
ment to ñLiving United.ò  

Kelly Weekes, parent of Meyer Cen-
ter student Anna Kate, recently 
wrote, ñI have always given gener-
ously to the United Way each year 
and thought highly of the work 
that the Meyer Center does for 
families of special needs children.  
It was not until 2006 that we      

What could cause hundreds of 

people to brave an unseason -

ably cold weekend in spring to 

attend an event taking place 

in an open -air pavilion?  The 

opportunity to view a live art 

performance by one of South 

Carolinaõs most well-known   

artists, Ric Standridge.  
 

With great food and libation  

provided by Ricõs sponsor,  

Liberty Tap Room, participants 

rocked to 20 years of the 

òclassicsó of rock music. The 

evening culminated in a live  

auction of the paintings    

Standridge created, with    

30% of proceeds donated     

to the Meyer Center.   

 

Thank you, Ric, and all the   

volunteers who made this 

awesome event possible!  

+ 

Meyer Center Staff òLives Unitedó 

ñLook at me!ò 

Seth always 
does his best.  
He was proud 
of his ribbon 

on field day.  

became one of those families.ò 

Kelly continued, ñIn 2006, we 
adopted a beautiful baby girl who 

was diagnosed 
with Rubenstein -
Taybi syndrome.  
Anna -Kate has 
been at the Meyer 
Center for only 
one year, but has 
come so much 
farther in that one 

year than we ever dreamed.  Now, 
I canôt imagine our lives without 
the Meyer  Center.   
 
Your generous gift enables the 
Meyer Center to be an amazing 
resource for our community.  We 
are so grateful to everyone who 
supports this special place 
through the United Way.ò 

  
  l i b e r t y  r o c k !    

=  
 

Donôt forget to shop through the ñI Giveò link on 

our website, www.meyercenter.org.   The ñI Giveò 

virtual mall includes over 700 of Americaôs top 

retailers who will contribute from 3-10% of your 

purchases as a donation to the Meyer Center.  

Happy Holidays! 
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Thank You, Generous Capital Campaign Donors!  
Contributing  up to $5,000  

Anonymous Donor 
Denise Agnew 
Karen and Ben Allen 
Karen and Steve Babb 
Arthur State Bank 
Cindy Baughan 
Andrea Beam 
Courtney Belue 
Christy Benton 
Patricia Booker 
Dorisann Brandt  
Charles W. Brantley 
Janie and Harold Bridges 
Lynn Brown  
Peyton Burke 
John Burnett, Sr.  
Tara Calder 
Carolina Power & Light 
Tara Calder 
Jay and Jessica Cavan 
Carolyn Chiles 
Julie and Calhoun Clark 
Champ and Gene Covington 
Kim Crowe 
Dorothy Duncan  
Georgea M. Greaves Foundation 
Terri del Greco 
Jack A. Griffeth 
Kerri and Rhett Grimes  
Rena Howard 
LaDon Jones 
Tom & Sandra Kester 
Gail King 
Kiwanis Club 
Donna W. Lanier 
Cheryl LePorte 
Dana and David Longley 
Seabrook L. Marchant 
James G. Mattos 
Stacy McCarson 
Peter McKenna 
Wade and Carla Moody 
Diane Moore 
Fran Morrell  
Selina Naik 
Melissa Normington  
Nancy Oates 
Mr. and Mrs. David Owens 
Bianca Ponce 
Raquel Ponce 
Clark and Nanda Price 
Susan Psimer 
Angela Rinehart 
Anne-Marie Ritts  
Roe, Cassidy, Coates & Price, P.A. 
Louie and Katherine Sagedy 
Sajimm LP 
Tom and Almena Simon 
Larry Smith  
Luke Sparrow 
Cheryl Stachniak 
Clovia Swayngham 
Ruth Thomason 
The J. Robert Thomason & Ruth M.  
      Thomason Family Foundation  
Ray Tinkler 
Susan and Mark Trembly 
William and Agnes Vetter  
Vivian Wong 
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Contributing $1,000,000  

Charles D. Walters Family Foundation 
 

Contributing $150,000 - $500,000  
Chuck Stone 

Security's Lending Hand Foundation  
James A. Walters 
F.W. Symmes Foundation 
Hayne Hipp  
 

Contributing $50,000 - $149,999  

Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Judith & Bo Aughtry  
Ann and John Burgess 
Carolina First/South Financial Group  
Daniel-Mickel Foundation  
Graham Foundation 
Greenville High School 
Hollingsworth Foundation  
Jolley Foundation  
Rus and Sharon Kingman 
John Ludwig/SDI Networks  
 

Contributing $25,000 -  
$49,999  

Burgiss Charities 
Jon R. Davids, M.D. 
Clarence and Betty Edwards 
Pam and Aaron Hagler 
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest J. Howard   
      & Family  
John I. Smith Charities, Inc.  
Lucyle Love Foundation 
Leslie C. Meyer, M.D. 
Lee and Kelly Powell 
Greg and Jill Schneider 
Timken Foundation of Canton  
Roger and Jackie Walters 
Frank and Sallie Washick 
World Acceptance Corporation 

Contributing $5,000 - 
$24,999  

Ayco Charitable Foundation 
Anonymous 
Louise and Gene Anthony 
Ann Bible Batson 
Elizabeth Batson 
Pam and Paul Civils 
Don and Jennifer Clardy 
B. Allen Clardy, Jr. 
The Cliffs Communities, Inc.  
Sam Dickson 
Kathy Duncan 
Laura E. DuPont Foundation  
Mr. and Mrs. Lindsey P. Elrod  
Alexis and Jeff Hanna 
Chuck and Colleen Hinton 
Doris H. Howard  
Bob and Barbara Knight 
Jan Marlar  
Greg and Barbara Martin 
Mr. and Mrs. John F. McAfee 
Thomas McAfee Funeral Home 
De Ila R. Meyer 
Lee and Lindsay Miller  
Johanne and Buddy Puckett 
Tim and Susan Reed 
The Rushing Foundation 
Sally and Earle Russell 
Wendy and Kirk Shockley 
George O. Short, Jr. 
Success By Six 
Joe and Bobbi Swann 
United Way of Greenville County  
Wachovia Foundation 
Marvin M. and Beverly M. Ward  
David Wilkins Campaign Fund  

Sara 

The Meyer Center was awarded a 
grant of $3939.95 from the Commu-
nity Foundation of Greenville earlier 
this year.  The grant was given to   
implement a Therapeutic Listening    
Program at the Center.   
 

Therapeutic Listening is based on       
research of pioneers in the field of 
listening disorders and sensory   
processing problems.  It utilizes   
electronically altered music in      
combination with sensory integration 
treatment strategies.  Clinical        

research has  demonstrated post-
treatment  improvement in self -
regulation, organization, attention,  
bilateral motor patterns, speech       
articulation, praxis, and  fine motor 
skills.  
 

The goal of the treatment is to attain   
developmental goals as measured by 
each childôs individual education plan 
and developmental testing. 
 

We appreciate the generous support of 
the Community Foundation.  

Therapeutic Listening Program Funded by  

Grant from Community Foundation  
Á Therapy is Proven Treatment for Listening Disorders and Sensory Problems 

L-R: Lavonna and Kaylee  


